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Anne-Marie van Sprang (1960, The Netherlands) is known for her small, fragile sculptures. Tiny enough to rest in the palm of your hand, like familiar yet almost otherworldly figures. They occupy a space between what is known and namable, and that which is unfamiliar and disproportionate to our own self. Holding within them a glimmer of recognition, the morphic shape of a human-being, devoid of gender.  

The scale of the new work on display at van Sprang’s 3rd solo exhibition at Galerie de Witte Voet has enlarged from that of her usual miniature sizings, their once tiny hearts have expanded, and the circuitry of their body has grown to match its ascending beat. It is a small, yet perceptible shift. Van Sprang’s is still a world populated by the petite, but it is now one where size no longer carries as much importance, the tiny coalesce with the small and intermediate alike. 

The echo of this shift is evident throughout the exhibition, from her sculpted figures to the smooth papered surface of the prints on the wall. The images that permeate the paper are enlarged prints of tiny, delicate porcelain flags and plates. Van Sprang transforms their fragile sculptural form to that of a flat two-dimensional image, this flattening actually brings more detail to the fore, as the technology allows for each imperceptible contour and marking to heighten and delineate. 

Van Sprang continues to select material that accentuates the fragility of the object, often using porcelain or paraffin, this time she has chosen to work with a synthetic material that alludes to a false fragility, hiding its strength in its delicate complexion. The one exception in the show is ‘Maatje’ which is constructed from the robust load of darkened bronze, anchoring the whole room under its watchful weight. The Dutch word for ‘Maatje’ is both measure/size and companion. Smaller than and lacking the characteristic facial features of his fellow mates; he is set apart from them, singled out, his hulk and impenetrable heft weighing heavy against their subtle forms. His companions sit proud from the wall, or top elegant long-legged tables giving them a weightlessness to their already slight structure. One figure has no hands, with its empty appendage slung over its breast like a sheathed glove. Disguised like this one does not immediately think of it as a missing limb, it is only when one pauses on the figure longer that you realise he is without hands, stumps of flesh. Others have hands that are hidden or exposed, like elongated branches of flesh, holding them up with a sombre gaze. Another, arms outstretched, as if searching for an embrace, or perhaps being torn apart. Concealment and exposure are persisting motif’s that weave throughout van Sprang’s practice. In her performance ‘Van Blok naar Beeld’ (‘From Block to Sculpture’), which will be performed at the de Witte Voet at 16.30 on Saturday 1 September, van Sprang reveals a slow unveiling of form, as she tenderly brushes a block of compacted flour to disclose the rich contours of a figurative sculpture, caught in its moment of release.

For further details of Anne-Marie van Sprang’s work please see the artist’s website www.amvs.nl
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